160        THE STORY OF SWAMI RAMA
The Oregonian contained the following:
Swami Tirath Earn, the eloquent and learned priest
from India, who will lecture at the Marquan Theatre on
Sunday afternoon next, on *' The Present Condition of
India," mostly declines to say much concerning himself,
his attainments, and his position in his country,
Rama never tires of speaking of his caste-ridden
and down-trodden countrymen, nor of methods of helping
them more effectually than the missionary methods at
present practised by Europe and America do, noble, gener-
ous and sincere though these are; but he is slow to under-
stand our interest in personality, our desire to know who
he is, and all about him. And for this reason this
information for the most part, must be obtained from th&
friends he has won since his sojourn in Portland by his
earnestness, simplicity and sincerity.
Learned in many languages, scientist and philosopher
of renown in his own land, Rama was for a term of years
Professor of Natural Philosophy at Punjab University
in India. This work he gave up, also high caste, and
devoted several years to independent research in the line
of religious and philosophical study, and stands second
to no one in a knowledge and understanding of the
Vedantic scriptures. In December, 1901, he acted as the
President of a Parliament of Religions held at Muttra,
India. As to the manner in which he discharged this
high honour, The Free Thinker a paper published at
Lahore, India, had the following to say:
r " Of Swami Rama Tirath, M.A,, who was the life and
soul of the last convention, the writer's vocabulary is too
poor to enable him to speak in appropriate terms. As
the moderation-chief he had ample time at the close of
each sitting to sum up the day's proceedings and give
expression to h^s own thoughts ; and when he spoke he i
^a& always at his best every man's man, thoughtful and
serious, lively and severe by turns, keeping the whole*
audieace, composed:of heterogeneous shades of opinion,
speMUboilnd, as it were, for Hours together until late m
the sveiikLg, wt&en he announced amid the ringing of
e <i^y's meeting was closed.   He